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Over the micky syztem comes Lhe insistent volies of ihe Air OfTiger,
“Rogey cloalng in, besring 150, distsnce 30 milep®. The Caplaln opders
“Haneral Loarters? somded. (wec Lhe stoedy bong, bong, bomg, of tho
slapm gvetem, can be hasrd the ahrlll ootes of the upgler double-Liminm
"Eutile Statloma®. #en hurery to their asslgned ststions,propering Cor
the on-eoming eetlon.

& low-flying, aingle-engingd Jep torprdo plane had eomenow alippad
pRat the ceabst sir patrcl and fa boring in on the carrlére.

fhe Jao g terely akimsing the Ttopa of the waves, and &t tromens=
doua spesd. Firsl the accatroyers, Lhen the erulasers emd Pifally the
battleshlps open Pire oa the Jap, but 21111 he somes an. Tha torpado
plene i3 now in renge of gne of the carrlers, coming in low and Faat on
the parrieris sterboard Dow. Suddonly the caceier's pguns gut loose with
= blasl thet ahakes kee desiks. Flrs the Cive-Ineh, then the Terty milll-
meters and Cinallwr the rows of twenty millimeters in the starboerd gal-
Iery comoentrate sl1 thelr fice oo Lhat mingle torpedo plans, Hundreds
of trecere spem Lo be cotting right into the plane, bleek pufts of mek-
fek expods all spound hor, biz shellas hit the weter ahead, Lhrowlng up
tel] poliuns of weter-tut miraculoudsly the Tdp FEBNE oo Ly throuagh when,
wnharaed, apparently. Tt looks as Lhoaph avery ahot wera a hit, bt
the plene desen't ssem danegedl

m degle, wen look in astonishment st the on-coming plans, getting
raedy to duek. In & PH-a1ls-pn-houe rosr, the Jap plane Flashes seroas
the carrles's bow, wobbling erazily, trying to nose up, just as bhe car-
rigrts port mochire puns let go and literslly teer bin apart. Flaces
burel out of hia wing roote, then oubt of his fusilspe by the ooekpll, &id
in one hogh sheet of Cire, the torpedo plame aplesbes into the sea n Dew
hundred feet frou the carpiar. A blllowing pyre of Dleck smoke marks the
spot Tor sinutes aftersarde.

The Jap's epproach waa perfoet, the crew af the carrier feoala he
muat howve deepped hias "fleh™, It will hit In & fem momentsl Evory man
fasls tonas and ulberly oasiess snd Delpless. Some men stand rivetsd
to the deci; others nervoualy Tllnger thelr tln hats or brace themaslves
apaingt the shook of the torpedo, a rew @men flop, some start counting
sesonda, withoub ¥nowing wny, then-lhenty-thirsy; nothing happenal Thoss
who hed Flopped, plek thomaslves wp spsin in some embarrassment.

dirseulously, the exploslon never somes. Evidently Lhe pllot was
bedly wounded or killed or his rolease gears damsged or shot away and
the toppsdo wes not relsaeed aod weat likely did not explode untll ihe
plene had hit the seter.

ion enguged in de gevoun eellings all apres thab the Epangs of
aniicipation” wre grester than thoss of "realizstion’.




