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often in the still of the night =y thoughts nomelimes wsander to
the fateful Ides of March of the year 1944 and agein the vivid
pietare of a mighty carrier, whoee llnes and curved ale graceful
os those of a women's, teies [orm before =y eyes == & grllant
ahip, menned by a gallant orew, many af wnom gavwe thelr livea

in arder to preserve ths Liberty we all checish 8o mach.

#ach event of that Tatoful dey passas before =y vielon and I

cee myeelf standiog on tae Clight deck with my wuddies, oor

eyes not yet aceustomed ta the leesening darkness whioch con-
trngted so elrongly with the brilligat 1lluminsticn we bad

18f* below decks, eseh amblimg alonpg to our regpactive statione
in the atill hush before dawn. And mgaln @y sers are etartled
by the sadden, Hong, Bong, Bodi, of the alarm aystem, mingled
with the shrill noten of ths bugler, double=iiming all men to
batlle etations, Meny were never to reach them in time, for

in the space of seconde, = Jap LoEDer was upon UB and hed re-
lganed hie three deadly misslee apon the snsuspecting oarriar

and her crew, leaving in iie wake B soens of indesoribable harror
aod guffering. Before oy very Gyes IER with whom I hed tolled,
plept, mnd ate beside, many of whom I had grown to love as
trathers, were burned to s erisp in the mearing white hot flaeh
sf flgme that ewept the flight and hangar deckn, Qthera appesred
ar gignt pyres af flame Aarting to and fro, zlig-zag across the
decks, Ty all lawe of scirzoes and naiure these men ware desd,
tut ihelr muscular impulees had not yet ceaeed and their agonized
facer warc their sole resembiance Lo Men. Other neoreg were

ripped to shatters by flving =teel gnd ahrapnel and hundreds




blown imto the murky eea, Many more suffoceted from emoke.

Men whom 1 had known to be onoe whole and full of 1ifs and
laughter were now jusk =utilated hulke of flesh. To top the
horror of this sinister ordeal is the pleture stamped &o vividly
in my mind of men who were blowsn up thru the catwslks and stoal
deeke by the concumsion of the explosion and hung dangling by
thelr neeks, swaying with every motian of the ehip, Other eighta
thet I beheld are tao horrible to deseribe but Toemain in my
Besrt and Lo the hearts ond minds of those who witngssed thena
happeninge and oar golitudes are flmturhad by these hakrrowing

memarigg,

it I ponder this orgy of horrors, 1 remember myself looking inte
the watere below, in which I could ses floating lifeless padins
f1luminsted and dismembtersd by the conatant exploelions of Btar
ghell snd rockets bellowing forth from the magazines 1o the

brwele of the veseel, and wondering st what preciee time my turn
wos coming, I Baid a prayer, which wae the only velief T could
obinin far myaslf. Theo =y thoughts wenderesd back home and somes=
how and in eame way they made me chuckle for | remember so ViTidly
daying to myselfaz "I Mom and Dad could only see me nowl®™  AB

I etosd lenking out over the waters, beyond the horrors, abé-5hes
wery-mament I started to wonder what my Rather and father were
doing pndl thinking at that very moment and I apked God, 1n the
name of Tesus, to plesss lebl @e 268 my Mom and Dad just once moTe,
ma that I aould tell them how much I really loved and caved for
them, for befnre leaving home, I felt all this, bat was ton timid
to eome out and tell them how I really felt, and just hoped that

they knew god uoderetood; bt now, shave gll, T waated thea to
know, for T bed a premonition that I would never Bee them sgaln.
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My Lthoughts of home ware suddenly drowned out by the scresms and
criee of trapped men, praylng and plesdiang for help, tknt cnme ap
from all ventilators Brom beloe decke. Ny mind wae not as yot
functioning oor did I grasp the reality of what was cacurring
about me. I could not make mysell Lhiok or belleve Loat what woe
bBappenlny was Teal; | thought it must be = dream, for I could mot
belisve Fuch harrore poesible. Ewvenis of my past life conlinuelly
paased belfore my mind'as eye in the space of eegonds, and made me
Fiegl santrite and marrcy Cor the wrange which T had done which wers
many and remember asting snd pleading with God that when my turn
game He would gresnt forgivenses and take me into His houne that
day. After I had epoken, I wes nob afrald, sipce I knew that He

WS NEAY.

Then came the harrowing job of Tighting emoks and fire for hours
without end, net knowing whesn or at what precine moment the deck
might collapse from under oy feet or 1'd be blown in shafters into
the air or #ea. My mind is fklled with wonders amd awe, fox why
shoul? I have spurvived thie hologast, when men I fell were more
worthy of 1ife than I, men who had families snd children depeodent
wpan tham, men whiose sveTy thousht and action were to help osthers
snd give of themselvee that others might 1ive, had periched. Thoe
Waye of Ood are etrange and not known to me, aod I gueas 1t was
4ust Hie Way of maving me to do a job I had not yat accaomplished
and my sonatant prayer 18 that I shall be worthy of the miraculous
esoape I was granted by God snd dally I am ssarching to know what
ie expectad of me in 1ife that could have impefled Hia Lo apare me

and take the 1ives of mare wottihy men.

{Thie action took place aboard the sarrier "Franklin®, Msrch 13, 1944.]




